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The Anna Maria City Pier has 
been a special place to Island 

visitors and residents for a century 
now. A stroll down its wooden planks 
is like a walk back in time. Inside this 

commemorative pullout section you can catch 
a glimpse of just what this venerable attraction 

has meant to generations of people looking for their 
own walk through paradise.
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Brothers recall life on the pier

ANNA MARIA – Five brothers 
who grew up living on the end of the 
Anna Maria City Pier in the early 
1950s couldn’t have wished for a bet-
ter childhood.

Jim, Don, Russ, Tom and Barry 
Ringland didn’t text their friends. 
They didn’t play Internet war 
games. They didn’t listen to music 
on iPods. And they didn’t have air 
conditioning.

But they fished through a hole in 
the pier, and their mom cooked their 
catch in the pier’s restaurant. They 
camped out every night, sleeping 
in Army cots in the rafters, rocked 
to sleep by the swaying of the pier. 
When they missed the bus, they 
walked home from school on the 
beach.

Terra Ceia Pastor Don Ringland, 
Tom Ringland, of Whitfield Estates, 
and Jim Ringland, of Missouri, re-
cently recalled the Tom Sawyer 
childhoods they shared with their 
brothers and their parents on the 
pier, which is 100 years old.

“Aunt Lulu (Dyson) had a con-
tract to operate the pier,” which had 
a restaurant and bait and tackle 
shop, Don recalled. His mom, Dora, 
and dad, James, operated the con-
cession.

“We lived in what is now the pub-
lic bathroom,” Don laughed, adding 
that there was no bathroom in their 
living quarters. They used the pub-
lic toilets, which were located where 
the outside bar is now. Their dining 
room was the restaurant.

The first night they slept there, 
they wondered if they were on a boat, 
the pier swayed so much. Their mom 
set out a flashlight so they could find 
their way to the bathroom, but the 
flashlight kept rolling around and 
getting lost, until she thought to 
tuck it in between a pair of shoes.

“What was so much fun was be-
ing able to get up in the morning, 
put some bait on a hook and throw 
it overboard and get breakfast,” re-
called Tom.

Working family
After school and on weekends, 

Don was the short order cook in the 
restaurant. He caught fish through 
a one-foot-square trap door in 

the floor, throwing edible garbage 
through it to attract the fish. Some-
times they would catch fiddler crabs 
in a field on Spring Avenue to use 
for bait. Brother Russ worked in the 
bait and tackle shop. Brother Jim 
worked for Jesse Ingrahm, the city 
marshall and sanitation expert, col-
lecting trash once a week and haul-
ing it to the city dump.

The trip was hard on Jim’s first 
car, a 1936 Ford V-8/60, which he 
bought at a used car lot at U.S. High-
way 41 and the truck route for $65.

“I drove it until I went on active 
duty on the 31st of January 1953. 
Now, when I sold this automobile, 
it had no front fenders, no driver's 
door, no hood and no first gear, due 
in part to driving it to the dump and 
on the beaches. One week before 
leaving for Tampa, I sold the car to 
the same car lot for junk, for $75,” 
he said, pointing out the handsome 
profit of $10.

Long memories
His most vivid memory of the pier 

is its length.
“I still remember 792 2- by 12-

inch boards, and the 792 feet of run-
way,” Jim recalled.

He caught a lot of fish on the pier, 

like kings, flounder and bay mack-
erel, but mostly on cane poles, as he 
never learned to sail a cast net.

"If you can't learn to spread that 
net after 10 tries, leave it alone. 
You’re scaring the fish away," his 
dad told him.

“I threw the net over my shoul-
der and took off for the foot of the 
pier where there was less water and 
more air. I threw the net 10 times, 
with no better result. That was the 
last time I attempted to throw a cast 
net,” Jim recalled.

Stormy weather
On Sept. 25 and 26, 1953, Hurri-

cane Florence sucked all the water 
out from under the pier, except for 
about 10 inches at the far end, Don 
recalled. It was blowing so hard, 
their dad made the boys tie a rope 
around them to walk off the pier and 
catch the school bus. 

During the storm, barges that 
were anchored in Tampa Bay for the 
construction of the Sunshine Skyway 
Bridge broke loose and were driven 
towards the pier, Tom said, but they 
got caught in a current and wound 
up at Pete Reynard’s restaurant in 
Holmes Beach. The canal was much 
bigger then, he explained.

When the boys came home from 
school that night on Cortez Road 
(there was no Manatee Avenue 
bridge yet), they sandbagged homes 
on the north end of Anna Maria 
into the night, but the homes disap-
peared, said Tom, who now works in 
distribution for the Sarasota Her-
ald-Tribune.

When he occasionally missed the 
school bus because of football prac-
tice, Tom had to walk home to the 
pier from Palmetto. It took several 
hours, but he was in pretty good 
shape for season, and the last leg of 
the walk was on the beach.

“I didn’t get home until 8 or 9 at 
night,” he said.

By that time, all the fishermen 
were out on the pier catching snook.

There were pier regulars then too, 
just like now. The main fixture was 
an old guy they called Capt. White, 
Tom said, who built houses with his 
dad by day and fished by night.

Their pet pelican, Charley, was 
there too. He came when he was 
called by anyone who had a spare 
fish.

“I was doing something nobody 
else was doing,” Tom said. “What an 
adventure. It’s greater than anyone 
can imagine.”

By Cindy Lane
sun stAff writer 

clane@amisun.com

Three men remember 
what it was like to grow 
up in a family of seven, 
living at the end of the 
Anna Maria City Pier.

SUN pHOTO/CINDY LaNe

tom ringland, and brother, Don ringland, lived on the end of the Anna Maria City Pier with their three brothers and parents 
in the early 1950s.
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During the Anna Maria Pier cen-
tennial events on May 13 and14, the 
Island trolley will change its route 
because Pine Avenue will be closed to 
traffic. It will travel down Magnolia 
Avenue to South Bay Boulevard and 
return to Gulf Drive via Spring Av-
enue.

In order to assure wide enough ac-
cess for the trolley, the south side of 
Magnolia and Spring avenues will be 
roped off to parking. The ropes will 
be put in place on the after noon of 
Friday, May 13, and removed after 
the fireworks on Saturday, May 14, 
or early Sunday morning.

For the Anna Maria City Pier cen-
tennial on Saturday, May 14, people 
will demonstrate various arts and 
crafts from the 1900s at the Island 
Historical Museum, 402 Pine Ave., 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. and a new ex-
hibit featuring the city pier will be on 
display.

Demonstrators include Judy 
Bennett, Marietta Louden and Liz 
Lang with needlepoint, pettipoint 
and embroidery; K. Hislop with rag 
rugs; Shannon McKenna with soap 
making; Bethany Allan Ford with 
beekeeping, Earl Baker with chair 
caning; Albertine Venstra with quilt-
making; and Jake Jacoby with broom 
making. Jean Blackburn will bring 
her cracker horses.

Carolyne Norwood will sign copies 
of her second volume of Island his-

tory, “Tales of Three Cities,” from 11 
a.m. to noon and 1 to 3 p.m. Copies 
are $20. Her first volume of Island 
History, “Anna Maria Island – The 
Early Days” will also be available for 
purchase for $13.

Tour the museum and Belle Ha-
ven Cottage and view the new city 
pier exhibit created by Judy Hilde-
man and Melissa Williams, of Steam 
Designs. It features the story of the 
city pier with rare photos from the 
museum’s archives. 

The centennial quilt created by 
Veenstra, which is on display at the 
Island Community Center, 407 Mag-
nolia Ave., Anna Maria, until the 
event, will be raffled at 4 p.m. Tickets 
are one for $5 and six for $20.

Centennial trolley route 
limits parking

Island Museum hosts pier 
exhibit, demonstrators

pier Centennial schedule
A parade on Friday, May 13, will begin at 6 p.m. at CrossPointe 

Fellowship Church and end at the pier at 7 p.m. There will be a pier 
dedication and speeches at 7 p.m., followed by a reception with refresh-
ments and a cash bar in a tent in the north pier parking lot.

Food and Wine on Pine on Saturday, May 14, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
will offer food from 25 local restaurants, an art show, art demonstra-
tions, live music and children’s activities. There also will be beer, wine 
and food in the north pier parking lot, a beer garden and a Privateers' 
picnic.

At noon, there will be a Coast Guard demonstration over the bay. 
Fireworks are scheduled for Saturday night at 8:30 p.m.

Parking will be available at the Anna Maria Island Community 
Center, with a shuttle to Pine Avenue, and at CrossPointe Fellow-
ship Church, with free, all-day trolley service to the event until after 
the fireworks display on Saturday. Residents who live north of Pine 
Avenue should use Gulf Drive during the event.

Nearly 40 handmade pendants commemorating the centennial are 
available for $100; two silver pendants are priced at $150. The cen-
tennial quilt will be on display at the Island Historical Museum, and 
tickets will be available for one for $5 or six for $20. It will be raffled at 
4 p.m. 

For more information, call Sissy Quinn at 778-5120 or visit http://
piercentennial.com.
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ANNA MARIA – When George 
W. Bean and Charles Roser formed 
the Anna Maria Beach Development 
Company, they needed a way to at-
tract wealthy visitors from Tampa 
and St. Petersburg to “Florida’s Fa-
mous Yearound Resort."

They found it by building a 776-foot 
dock into Tampa Bay in 1911 to ac-
commodate steamers ferrying visitors 
and supplies to the Island. Steamers 
named Favorite and Pokanoket came 
from Bradenton and points along the 
Manatee River, and the Mistletoe 
and General J.B.Carr operated out of 
Tampa and St. Petersburg.

According to a 1912 edition of the 
Manatee River Journal, “Many peo-
ple from Tampa and St. Petersburg 
availed themselves of the perfect day 
to spend the day at Anna Maria last 
Sunday. The General J.B. Carr was 
nicely loaded with passengers from 
these towns who were in a happy vein 
and grasping enjoyment from every 
little occurrence. Music for the day 
was provided by the Tampa Hotel Bar 
Orchestra with Mr. Gourila on the 
piano.”

Attracting tourists
Bean dressed his young daughter 

in a bathing costume, and in her little 
red boat, she greeted visitors com-
ing off the steamers. His sister, Mary, 
wearing a gypsy costume, told for-
tunes for those walking the dock, and 
a gift shop at the pier’s end enticed 
them with shells and mementos.

The Beach Company’s brochure 
attracted fishermen with its photos 
of the astounding catches of 14 to 20 
varieties of fish in only three hours of 
fishing. It noted that conveniences in-
cluded a store with tackle, boats and 
bait and a restaurant for early morn-
ing breakfast and lunch for fishing 
trips. 

In those early years, Capt. Mitch 
Davis built the Lotus Cottage off the 
pier for Col. John Trice, a banker from 
Tampa, and an icehouse. Both fell into 
the water in 1926 due to neglect in 
keeping the pilings in good repair.

The decline of the pier as a steam-
ship destination began in the 1920s 
due to the popularity of the automo-
bile and the construction of the Cortez 
Bridge in 1921, the same year a hur-
ricane damaged the pier

City ownership
In 1928, the city acquired the pier 

for unpaid taxes. Maintenance was 
problem, and by the 1930s, the pier 
had deteriorated significantly. The 
Works Progress Administration, part 
of President Roosevelt’s New Deal, 
was called upon to make the neces-
sary repairs.

In the following years, the pier was 
used mainly as a great fishing spot 
with a small lunchroom. However, in 
1962, there came a new twist in the 
structure’s history. John C. Myers, 
who lived on North Shore Drive, be-
gan circulating a petition asking for a 
referendum to sell the pier because is 
was too costly for the city.

A newspaper article noted, “Since 
1951, the city has spent $26,695 for 
repairs to the pier, and in addition, 
has paid insurance premiums and 
electric bills. Last year’s expenses 
were $4,338. Rental income is $600 
per year.”

It continued on to say the annual 

cost to each person in the city is more 
than $3.10, not including electricity 
and insurance, and the income credit 
for each is $.85.

Mayor James Ferguson said, “The 
pier is a great attraction to visitors to 
the area,” but he felt it would be no 
less of an attraction if owned and op-
erated by private interests.”

The February 1963 referendum, 
with nothing else on the ballot, at-
tracted 60 percent of the city’s voters. 
The vote was 176 to 46 to kill the pro-
posal.

Storm damage
A storm severely damaged the pier 

in 1974, and according to the news-
paper, “Some 200 feet of the walkway 
washed away, and there was substan-
tial damage to the rest of the walkway, 
but the restaurant and other facilities 
at the end of the pier were not hurt.”

In 1981, the city and Manatee 
County began negotiating an agree-
ment for the county to take over 
the operation of the pier. Part of the 
agreement included the county sub-
mitting a $200,000 grant to fund the 
pier’s reconstruction.

City commissioners decided not 
to apply for the grant because it in-
volved leveling the pier and relocat-
ing the restaurant to the shore end. 
As one resident pointed out, “If it’s on 

the shoreline, it could turn into a beer 
stand.”

Pier aficionados Frank Kelly and 
John Bacich came together in the 
1980s to found the Pier Regulars 
group. They began meeting regularly 
on the pier to talk politics and other 
matters of interest and still meet to-
day.

Historic status
In 1987, the Anna Maria Civic As-

sociation began a yearlong effort to 
have the pier placed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. During 
this effort, “Fast Eddie” Porter, who 
leased the restaurant, unveiled plans 
to enlarge the restaurant’s floor space, 
enclose the breezeway and raise the 
roof 4 feet.

The movement advanced and in 
November 1988, the state approved 
the nomination, but state officials 
said Porter’s plans would endanger 
that nomination. However, the argu-
ment became moot when Tropical 
Storm Keith crashed into the pier on 
Nov. 23.

The storm broke pilings, washed 
away large areas of the deck, com-
pletely destroyed the seaward wall 
and most of the floor in the restau-
rant. The next week, commissioners 
approved Porter’s plans.

Since that time, several restau-
rants have operated on the end of the 
pier, and today, it is one of the most fa-
mous and popular destinations in the 
state. It is an important part of the 
city’s history and appeals to residents 
and tourists alike as a fishing spot, a 
dining destination or a beautiful place 
to take a leisurely stroll.

anna Maria City pier celebrates 100 years
By pat Copeland

sun stAff writer
pcopeland@amisun.com 

pHOTO pROVIDeD BY THe ISLaND HISTORICaL SOCIeTY

this aerial shot prior to 1950 shows the pier, Lake La Vista and surrounding vacant land in the city of Anna Maria.

Clockwise from above: fishers, stroll-
ers and birds enjoy the pier in this 
undated photo. this photo shows 
some of the damage from tropical 
storm Keith in november 1988, which  
negated the nomination of the pier to 
the national register of historic 
Places. A sunday school class from 
first Methodist Church in Bradenton 
made use of the thatched shelter at 
the foot of the pier. this photo from 
the Anna Maria Beach Company bro-
chureshows "a catch of only three 
hours fishing" and 14 varieties of fish 
at the pier. the steamship Pokokanoket 
brought visitors from Bradenton and 
points along the Manatee river.

pHOTOS pROVIDeD BY THe ISLaND HISTORICaL SOCIeTY
 

At left, by the end of 1912, the pier had 
a canopied landing stage and railings 
the length of the dock to keep well 
dressed tourists from falling into the 
water.

pHOTO pROVIDeD BY THe ISLaND HISTORICaL SOCIeTY
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Belle Haven Cottage saved from the bay

ANNA MARIA  – As the Anna 
Maria Beach Development Com-
pany’s dock began attracting visi-
tors and prospective buyers to the 
Island, J.B. Johnson contracted 
with Capt. Mitch Davis to build 
an icehouse at the end of it.

The exact date is lost to his-
tory, but according to published 
accounts, construction took place 
between 1918 and 1920. John-
son, who owned a store on shore, 
wanted to be able to purchase a 
boatload of ice at a time. He lat-
er turned it into a fish canning 
plant, which failed.

Davis was again called in by 
Charles Roser to rebuild it as a 
rental cottage named Belle Ha-
ven. One night in 1926, its pilings 
succumbed to damage from wear 
and worms and it fell into the bay. 
The renter reportedly swam out 
the window.

Lyman Christy purchased the 
little cottage for $125 and saved 
it from the bay for a home for he 
and his wife, Wanda. He moved 
it by barge around Bean Point to 
a lot on Palmetto Avenue. They 
lived in it for 50 years and after 
their deaths, it became a rental.

Saving the cottage
The cottage served as a rental 

until new owners purchased it in 
2000 and decided to demolish it. 
Linda Cramer, who served at the 
time as a city commissioner and 
who had lived in the house for 
14 years, spearheaded a move to 
save it and have it moved to the 
Historical Society’s compound on 
Pine Avenue.

With funding from the Histori-
cal Society, concerned citizens, 
grants and the three Island cit-
ies, the move was made in No-
vember 2001. It sat for two years 
until Historical Society members 
raised enough money to renovate 
the exterior.

Renovations were completed in 
March 2004 and Historical Soci-
ety members planned the next 
phase of renovation – a ramp 
and walkway around the cottage, 
which was funded by selling en-
graved planks and a grant.

In May 2004, interior renova-

tions began and the cot-
tage opened as a general 
store in November 2004. 
However, it never gained 
popularity as a store, so 
in 2006 Historical Society 
members agreed to fur-
nish it as an early 20th 
century Island home.

It is now a favorite Is-
land stop for locals and 
tourists, who come to the 
site to visit the Island 
Historical Museum and 
stroll in the Historical 
Park, a Florida native 
landscape surrounding 
the cottage.

The cottage, which is 
part of the Historical 

Society compound, once 
sat on the end of the pier.

By pat Copeland
sun stAff writer

pcopeland@amisun.com 
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Clockwise from above, Belle 
haven as it looks today in 
the historical society com-
pound on Pine Avenue in 
Anna Maria. Belle haven 
Cottage sits on the right side 
of the pier in this 1920 
photo. the Lotus Cottage is 
at the left. Belle haven is 
moved from Palmetto Avenue 
to the historical society com-
pound in november 2001.

pHOTOS pROVIDeD BY THe ISLaND 
HISTORICaL SOCIeTY
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ANNA MARIA – Col. John Trice, a 
banker who helped get financing for peo-
ple to purchase cottages from the Anna 
Maria Beach Development Company, 
had his own piece of paradise just off the 
pier.

Built by Capt. Mitch Davis the cottage 
was named the Lotus Cottage and was 
independent of the pier structure. It was 
79 feet long and had four bedrooms, four 
bathrooms, a kitchen and a living room 
with a pool table and piano.

According to granddaughters, Evelyn 
Sanford and Mary Reed, Trice was born 
in Okolona, Miss. After spending two 
years at college, Trice moved back home 
and worked in a grocery store, saving 
$500 to buy his own store. Trice married, 
and he and his wife had three daughters.

“His wife got sick with tuberculosis 
and doctors recommended they move 
south for her health,” Sanford and Reed 
explained. “In 1889, they came to Tampa 
where he had connections with the Cues-
ta Rey Cigar Company in Ybor City.

“He started business ventures in Tam-
pa, and the people developing Anna Ma-
ria came to him for money. He eventually 
had banks in Tampa, Ybor City, Braden-
ton and Ft. Myers.”

Second wedding
After Trice’s wife died, he devel-

oped kidney disease and traveled to hot 
springs all over the world seeking a cure. 

While in Warm Springs, Ga., he attended 
an opera and became entranced with a 
singer named Pearl Jones.

He asked to be introduced to her and 
after getting to know her, he proposed. 
They married in Raleigh, N.C., in 1904, 
and he brought her to Tampa were they 
bought a house in Hyde Park.

According to a Raleigh newspaper ac-

count, “Miss Jones is one of the most at-
tractive of Raleigh’s young women, and 
Mr. Trice has a wide reputation of clever 
personality and business stability.”

Sanford and Reed said Trice built the 
Lotus Cottage somewhere between 1911 
and 1913 as a summer home.

Pearl and members of her family and 
their children would bring their servants 

and live in the cottage from May to Labor 
Day, while Trice would come from Tampa 
on weekends. They attended Roser Me-
morial Community Church where Pearl 
played the organ and sang.

Trice died in 1915, and in 1926, the cot-
tage’s pilings succumbed to damage from 
worms, and it fell into the bay. Unlike 
Belle Haven it was not saved.

Lotus Cottage served as a summer home
The cottage that sat just 
off the pier had four bed-
rooms, four bathrooms, a 

kitchen and a living 
room.

By pat Copeland
sun stAff writer

pcopeland@amisun.com 
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from left in the rear, Mrs. Carter Jones; emma Jones, sister of Pearl Jones trice; Lucy Green and two other servants; and 
in the front, Laura and Lucile trice; Andrew trice being held by Pearl Jones trice; John trice Jr.; and Carter Jones, brother 
of Pearl and his children.

actors to stroll pine avenue
from left, sissy Quinn, chair of the Anna Maria City Pier 
Centennial Committee, with Lorna smilde, who will play Annie 
Cobb, and Carl Miller, who will play John roser, during 
saturday's centennial celebration on Pine Avenue. A host of 
volunteers will be strolling the street in costume and in char-
acter telling the stories of the island historical figures they 
are portraying.

SUN pHOTO'paT COpeLaND
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