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Cortez Commercial Fishing Festival on its way

CORTEZ – Savor Flori-
da seafood, music, art and 
history at the 28th Annual 
Cortez Commercial Fish-
ing Festival the weekend of 
Feb. 20 and 21 from 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m.

The event, endorsed by 
ocean explorer Jean-Michel 
Cousteau, draws more than 
20,000 visitors a year to en-
joy the picturesque historic 
fishing village.

This year’s theme is 
“White Boot Ready.” To 
commercial fishermen, put-
ting on the heavy white 
boots means it’s time to get 
to work.

Family-oriented fun and 
educational activities in-
clude boat tours of the vil-
lage, live music and danc-
ing, marine life displays, 
nautical arts and crafts and 
freshly prepared seafood.

Entertainers will include 
the Richard Culbreath 
Group, Sunshine Express 
Cloggers, the Crackerbillys, 

Soul R Coaster, the Triad 
Folk Band, the Manatee 
River Bluegrass Band and 
the Wheedles.

Parking will be available 
east of Cortez village off 
Cortez Road. Remote park-
ing will be available in the 
Cortez Commons shopping 
mall parking lot at the cor-
ner of Cortez Road and 59th 
Street West at 5584 Cortez 
Road and at Coquina Beach 
Bayside. Shuttle buses to 
Cortez will be $2 per round 
trip.

Admission is $2, with 
kids under 12 free. All pro-
ceeds go towards enlarg-
ing and restoring the FISH 
(Florida Institute for Salt-
water Heritage) Preserve, 
95 acres of sensitive Sara-
sota Bay waterfront.

For more information, 
visit www.cortez-fish.org.
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right, seafood is king at the 
Cortez Commercial Fishing 
Festival.
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Cortez netmaker Blue Fulford plies his craft at the 2009 Cortez 
Commercial Fishing Festival.

the Cor tez 
Commercial Fishing 
Festival art Contest 
winner is Justin 
Garrison, who will be 
awarded $100 and a 
plaque honoring his 
rendition of the festi-
val’s theme, “white 
Boot ready,” pictured 
here. the winning art 
work will be displayed 
on this year’s festival 
t-shirts and official 
poster. More than 50 
students from seven 
schools in the 
Manatee County 
school system partici-
pated in the contest. 
all entries will be on 
display at the Cortez 
Community Center 
during the festival.
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